20 Appendix — Short vowels and other signs

General

You have learned in the Introduction and from the Short vowel rule at 1/3 that the three short
vowels a, u and i are not shown in everyday written Arabic (which is the subject of Arabic Script for
You). Non-alphabetical signs marking these vowels exist but are hardly ever used outside
educational and religious texts. We have to be able to read and write without them.

Adding the short vowel signs and/or other non-alphabetical signs such as those shown below is
known as pointing. A word, phrase or text may be pointed fully (i.e. marked with all its non-
alphabetical signs) or partially (i.e. selectively), for e.g. a critical short vowel or a doubled
consonant. The examples given below are written in a mixture of full and partial pointing.
Important: if ever you do write any of these signs, remember they are detached forms (see 1/3). We
have already learned two useful pointed detached forms (often omitted in everyday text): they are
shadda ." (2/4) and one of the the three tanwins z (6/3).

Short Vowels
1
< fatha
damma
... kasra

The signs called fatha and damma show the short vowels a and u respectively. They are written
above the preceding consonant in the word. The sign called kasra shows the short vowel i, and is

written below the preceding consonant. Read:

-

J-;-;" khabar /j wa U’Db& shakhs
:f} - 2 S s 8
k-ws. kutub J»w * mursal T jumruk
C;-ZJ./ bint Jj/i;' khatir B misr
fatha and damma are written above ’ali/f—hamza, and above shadda: )
sj:" marra e ‘ahmad < I ab
2z ws £ s 2
3-3-24 tanabbu’ G5 )X“ al-"urdunn uww“‘ ‘usus

In the combination shadda-kasra the kasra is most often written not below the consonant but
below the shadda; with the combination ’'alif-hamza the kasra stands below the hamza, as you

would expect:

A\ 3

@ uas
Ll it N itla s mufattish

In the examples given above, fatha/damma/kasra follow a consonant (hamza, although not an

3

alphabetical letter, is a consonant). Also you will notice that kasra below ’alif-hamza is in fact
redundant, since even unpointed l must be pronounced with i.
The letters 9 or (S can be clearly shown to stand as consonants (w or y respectively) if they
themselves are pointed with a vowel, or shadda, or both: )

(@ ‘ayyam jefb mayi JST ‘awwal J:l;/) wazir
—but in any case, since as an initial vowel each would have to be introduced in writing by ‘alif (1/6,

2/3), a wow or ya written in initial position, even unpointed, must be a consonant:

g}b\'ﬂ yabani K. yamin ulﬁj watan
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If 9 or (S follow a vowel-sign damma or kasra and have no vowel-sign themselves, they are
pronounced as a long vowel (i or 7 respectively):
P R
J-g-)f kabir J‘;‘j""i isra it Oj-?-«-ﬂ mamniin
fatha can be pointed before medial ‘alif but the pointing is redundant, since medial ‘alif not
carrying hamza is anyway pronounced long, -@-:
W s P /.;
(\-9 9amm (3)\5 kalam 9‘))} wuzara’
fatha pointed before final ‘alif or before ‘alif magsiira or ta marbiita shows, again unnecessarily,
short a:
v ¢ - @
0y kabira le-“ 9ala LA-Y lamma
‘alif madda (1/2) always sounds '@ (with glottal stop) wherever it stands, and is never pointed:
OV al-an <N alar
We can point initial ‘alif with kasra to show an initial weak i-:
s ibnt g i

kasra or fatha can also show the difference between active and passive participles (8/1):
. - 8

- 8
>R muntakhab >0 muntakhib

Other signs
2

sukiin

The sign called sukiin can be written over a consonant to show that no vowel follows the
consonant: .
do - o f °o 0
d $RA maftith J-‘>" ‘ajr (U\?g-w\/ istikhdam
— and sukiin can be used to distinguish ow from i, and ay from 7. Examine the different pointing in

the following pairs:

Lﬁjjf ‘ila 3

—n\

‘ow
.2 °o
d)v\-g bidiin < 92 mowt
of
LFE ‘ }’,i/ ‘Trant ;J-,’,‘ ‘ayna

ey \Jﬁ murasilin U;I:ﬂbﬁ murasilayn

z (7 _
sl fatha tanwin
damma tanwin

kasra tanwin

\\S

fatha tanwin, pronounced -anm, is already known to you from 6/3. The two other tanwins
(pronounced respectively -un and -in) are of limited use and accordingly don’t occur in the

Lessons. Words with fanwin are indefinite in meaning. Examples:
I3
. . — 8 3 _
Lo P Y li-’amrin ma for some reason Lo >~ shakhsun ma somebody

L e j-’ now9an ma somehow, somewhat
In such set expressions the tanwin is always pronounced in full, whether pointed or not in the text.
The silent ‘alif shown in 6/3 occurs only after fatha tanwin, never after damma tanwin/kasra tanwin.

2R
In some texts damma tanwin may take the form 2 instead of the more usual ... .
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P-]
\ ’alif wagla

small ’alif

These two signs are even more rarely encountered.
The sign © wasla can be put over a weak initial ’alif (i.e. one with no glottal-stop hamza) to show
that this vowel is silent after a preceding vowel in the same phrase (3/3). Examine:
OWWL bityaban ElalezaN  ihtimamak
LT S maktabi Ljadid, *+
We meet this phenomenon most often with the ‘alif of the article 5\

* Weak vowel rule (3/3) Knowing and applying these rules, you don’t need the help
** _ and Final long vowel rule (9/5) of the wasla sign to pronounce such expressions correctly.

The sign ‘ (“small ‘alif”), can be added to show the medial long -a- which in a very few words is
not spelt with “alif:
‘\!U‘ allah (see 3/4)

%



